


And vet, as McClain has
ilustrated  so  well, the
troop’s contributions can be
considerable. McClain over-

saw  upgrades  to  the
Columbian  center  that

included refurbishing walk-
ways, planting bushes, trees
and grass, painting, power
washing and  removing
debris. The work was done
with  the assistance of
McClain's  fellow  troop
members and other local
Scouting troops.

MeClain acknowledged
that “it took time” to eamn
his Eagle award, but was
pleased with the project’s
SUCCESS.
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MANY CHANNELS OF SUPPORT
According o Ed (mn.,m}u

past national chair of NCCS, approxi-
mately 800 K of C councils have
served as charter partners for some
1,400 Scout units. As of 2007, these
units represent about 35000 Scouts
and 15700 adule leaders. The owo
organizations also joined forces for an
inttiative beginning in 2006 to pro-
mote formation of new Scouting units
across the United States.

Among these associations are
more than 150 units with K of C rela
tionships dating back 50 years or
more. A sterling example of that
lomgeviey exists in Keller, Texas,
where  Msgr., Robert M. Nolan
Council 759 was instrumental in
developing the first Catholic-spon-
sored BSA units in the Fort Worth
arca in the late 1920s. Carrying forth
from those early vears is the council’s
ongoing sponsorship of Boy Scout
Troop 32 which, according to
Assistant Scoutmaster John Ryan,
numbers  some 160 boys  and
120 adults today,

Ryan, who is also a member of
Council 759 and serves as the NCCS
membership  chairman  for  the
Diogese of Fort Worth, orchestrated a
fundraising effort so boys with finan-
cial needs could take a one-weck pil-
grimage to local religions sites and
carn their Ad Altare Dei (“To the
Altar of God"”) religious emblems.
Ryan raised more than $1,000 by con-
tacting current and former council
members,
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“Tve always been a believer that if
a boy wants to go somewhere, he
should not be held back by money,”
said Ryan.

Similarly, Santa Maria Council
4999 in North Palm Beach, Fla., spon-
“No Scout Left Behind” pro-
gram. The initative assists Cub Scout
families from Pack 712 who struggle
to afford supplics and fees.

“T vou're an active pack like we
are, we're doing things three week-
ends out of the month — and these
things  cost  money,”  explained
Michael Redavid, who 1s a member of
Council 4999 and  assistant
Cubmaster for Pack 712, “In order to
get promoted to the next rank, thuc
arc certain activities vou must do
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‘I've seen this myself:
You get a lot more
training in management
and leadership in
Scouts than you do in
the corporate world.

Redavid added that these life exp
rienices can result in immenscly posi-
tive pavbacks for the Scouts. “You
can’t measure it in dollars and cents,”
he explained.

s of Council 11537

SERVING THE COMMON GOOD
New to the K of C-Scouting
collaboration is St. Alovsius
Council 14094 i Shandon,
Ohio. The Cincinnati-area
council served as the primary

organizer of a2 combined
bpdghcttl dinner fundraiser

with Boy Scout Troop 935 in
July 2008, The Knights pre-
pared and cooked the meal,
while Scouts served food and
drinks, and cleaned up. The
dinner raised nearly $1,000,

which was split equally
between the two  groups,

marking a successful first-
time venture.
Perhaps more mpor-
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Knights’ positive influence
on Seouts’ personal growteh.

“Everybody said it was a
good experience for them,” explained
Ted Hoerstmann of Council 14094, “1
think the Knights are just good men-
tors for the Seouts,”

Rvan believes that the Knights
and Scouts naturally complement
cach other, based on their devotion to
developing leadership skills.

“Tve heard people tell me, and T've
scen this myself, that you get a lot
maore training in management and
leadership in Scouts than vou do in
the corporate world,” Ryan said. He
added that the faith-based setting has
had significant long-term effects as
well. Five priests and religious have
emerged from Troop 32, and nine
yvoung men affiliated with the woop
have gone on to serve their councils as
grand knights.

And vet, Knights do not view
Scouting as an exclusive club lmited
to Catholics. Rather, all voung men
are encouraged to join, regardless of
their physical or mental ability, eth-
nic background, financial status or
religious affiliation.

“This council is] just out there
trying to get the youth of the commu-
nity and their families together doing
something,” said Redavid, “All the
shapes and sizes and colors — all the
kids are equal.”

¢

Mike Latona is a staff writer for the Catholic
Covrier, the official newspaper of the Diocese of
Rochester, and a member of Our Lady of the
Cenacle Council 38g2 in Greece, NY.
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