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Lord Baden-Powell’s favorite
thyme about St. George:

My warmest good wishes

I am sending to you

And hoping that the winter is through
You will start out

afresh to follow the lead

Of our Pairon

Saint George and his spirited steed;
Not only to fackle what ever my befall,
But also successfully to win through it all
And then may

you have an enjoyable spell

Of hiking, and jolly,

good camping as well

Lord Robert
Baden-Povell

Catholic Youth Apostolate
Mission Statement

The Mission of the Catholic Youth Apostolate
is to help all young people hear the Gospel
message of Jesus Christ and to help these
young people actively respond to the Gospel
and enthusiastically participate in the mission
of Jesus Christ and His Church.
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Application and Nomination Information can be found at:

Catholic Youth Apstolate

Office of Catholic Scouting

20 Archbishop May Drive
St. Louis, MO. 63119

Phone: (314) 792 - 7608
E-mail: annlederman@archstlorg
Website: wuw.catholicyouthstl.org

ST. GEORGE

PATRON SAINT OF
BOY SCOUTS

hroughout the ages much of

the world has chosen
St. George as their Patron
Saint. His slaying of the dragon
is a symbol that goodness
triumphs over evil. Because of
the symbolism that surrounds the
well-know saint, Lord Robert
Baden-Powell deemed St.
George the patron of the Boy
Scouting Movement.
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St. George -
Liberator of captives






[image: image2.jpg]St. George -
The Great Martyr

St. George is one of the great
martyrs of the early church. He was

a soldier and rose to high rank in the
Roman Army. The Emperor, Diocletian
honored George for his great bravery.
When George became a Christian, he
resigned from his position in the army,
1 and rebuked the

“%I Emperor for being
so cruel fo the
Christians. He was
put into prison and
tortured, but

nothing could

s make him change

St. George T—
He was beheaded around 303

A.D. The Christians took his body to Pal-
estine. Pilgrimages were made later to
his tomb in the Holy Land, and many
miracles were worked through his
prayers before God. The figure of St.
George and the dragon is a symbol of
his Christian courage in overcoming the

spirit of the devil.

e e e e ——

Symbolism and St. George

Pictures of St. George always
depict him garbed in a soldier’s uniform
and shield illustrating the virtue of
bravery. He usually is wearing (or
carrying) a helmet which is the symbol
of salvation. The sword he carries
signifies his martyrdom and is a symbol
of the virtue of fortitude. The slain
dragon pictured with St. George gives
implications of the paganism and
enemies of the church. In earning his
crown of martyrdom St. George
conquered the evils of the world for the
glory of Christ’s Church.

A Statue of St. George

Virtues of St. George -
Theme of the Story

In Edmund Spencer’s (1552 -
1599) “The Faerie Queen”, the first
book contains the legend of the “Knight

of the Red Cross or the Knight of
Holiness.” The poem relates in a double
allegory the story of St. George of
England renowned for his devotion to
truth against the wicked devices

of his enemy.

The tale combines history with
philosophy. This heavy work written in
the English of the time is not reading
material for young boys of scout age.

However, a senior scout or a
leader interested in literature, by
condensing the story, could bring it's
message to a scout group. This
allegory, considered the masterpiece
of its author, beautifully dramatizes the
virtues of the Patron Saint of Scouts.

The St. George Emblem

St. George is an appropriate
patron saint for scouting, whose ideals
describe many of the virtuous demands
of those who would be knights.
Likewise, scouts are called upon to
make a public commitment to
their ideals.

The St. George emblem
identifies and gives recognition to
members of the
laity and clergy,
Scouters and
non-Scouters
alike, who have
made significant
and outstanding
contributions to
the spiritual
development
of youth in
Scouting under
Catholic auspices.

$t. George Emblem




