
December 3, 2009  
Dear Pastor:

The Archdiocese of St. Louis and the Greater St. Louis Area Council, Boy Scouts of America, have enjoyed a mutually beneficial relationship for many years.  The Boy Scouts of America will celebrate 100 years of service to youth in 2010.  

In recognition of this special association, Pastoral Solutions and the Greater St. Louis Area Council are offering Archdiocesan Churches an opportunity to highlight this long-standing relationship with a special full-page bulletin cover.  The design is attached and shows the unique role that Scouting plays in Catholic youth ministry.  The cover is intended for use on Scout Sunday, February 7, 2010.

The first Boy Scout troop to be sponsored by a Catholic Church in the United States was established in St. Vincent DePaul Church on South Ninth Street in 1911.  Today there are 231 Cub Scout packs, Boy Scout troops, and Venture crews chartered to Roman Catholic Churches within our Archdiocese – the most of any council in the United States.  Over 8,000 youth are registered in these Catholic Scouting units.

Thousands of young men in the Archdiocese have earned the Light of Christ, Parvuli Dei, and Ad Altare Dei religious emblems.  Thousands of young adult men and women have earned the Pope Pius XII emblem.  Chances are the lay leadership of your parish is filled with former Scouts who have had their faith strengthened by these awards.  Many of our priests, deacons, and seminarians have earned these religious emblems and several are Eagle Scouts.

Please fill out the attached postcard with your church name, location, publication service, and the bulletin number and mail it promptly.  Your bulletins will arrive in the normal manner for Sunday, February 7, 2010.

We appreciate all you do to make youth ministry through Scouting possible for thousands of young people.

Sincerely,
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Fr. John Borcic 




Ann Lederman

Executive Director




Director of Catholic Scouting
Catholic Youth Apostolate 
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