Bronze Pelican Emblem

Presentation Speech

Why the name Bronze Pelican? 
In Ancient times, bronze was the strongest metal known.

Therefore, we use this to symbolize the spiritual strength of the men and women who receive this award.

There is a legend that, in times of famine, the pelican fed her young with her own blood. 

With her wings extended over the little birds in the nest, she tore a hole in her breast so the drops of blood came out to feed her young.

The early Christians saw in this legend a symbol of Christ’s act of love upon the cross. 

God’s love is sacrificial, external and dependable.

So recipients of the Bronze Pelican award realize that they are to be useful and faithful instruments of Christ. 

They endeavor to develop in a boy or girl the awareness of God’s presence in all scouting activities.

It is through these persons, who give of their time to counsel, to lead, and to train young people to be better Christian citizens, that we can provide a greater Christian content to scouting.

On behalf of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, The Catholic Youth Apostolate Office,  the Director of Catholic Scouting, the Chaplain, the Chairman and the entire Catholic Committee, BSA, I extend congratulations to 
___________________________

and ask your pastor to bless this award and present it to you!
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